CHAPTER V
SEAFARING AND TRAVEL
THE GROWTH OF PROFESSIONAL TEXT BOOKS AND
GEOGEAPHICAL LITERATURE
THE preceding chapter has shown how the great race of the
Tudor seamen left their mark on the literature of the country
of their birth* In a survey of the written record of the seafaring
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, we are necessarily
attracted more to its subject than to its manner. We cannot judge
it by such standards as are applied to the poetry, the drama, or
the historical literature of the time. Ralegh and Lodge, as men
of literary study and training, stand almost alone among navi-
gators. Most of their contemporaries and successors were men
who fought the tempest and the enemy, and knew little of the
wielding of the pea Rarely did they sit down to write anything
more ambitious than a letter or a rough journal without making
profuse apologies for their lack of literary experience. They were
men, nevertheless, who dreamed dreams and saw visions: not always,
indeed, dreams like those of Columbus, who thought that to add a
realm to Christendom was object and reward enough, but dreams
more often like those of the later Spaniards, who laid heavy
burdens on the backs of treasure mules and filled caravels with
silver. Explorers went in quest of the gold and spicery of the
mysterious lands of Zipangu and Cathay, and the 'commodities' of
the new world fell into their hands in the search.
They were confronted from the beginning with the monopolies
of Portugal and Spain. The Spaniards were firmly seated in
central America and Peru. Vasco da Gama and his successors
had made their own the route by the cape of Boa Esperanga to
the treasures beyond Magellan had gone to the south-west, by
the strait that bears his name, and Drake had followed him; but
the Pacific coast of southern America had become the monopoly of
Spain. If Englishmen, also, were to have monopoly and sway,
that they might gather unimpeded the treasures of the unknown
and half-fabulous lands of the Pacific, they must penetrate by the
sea route of the north-west; and Gilbert and a hundred other